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1 cape from a village -before the,Vietnam, that it puts U.S. Spa,	 arrival of Communist troops.•cial Forces teams into Laos, . to say the pilots are recruited When this happens, the pilot
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' . The planes . bear the discreet
..... markings of Air America—bet-

ter known in some circles as
. "CIA Airlines."
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, or "Pop's Field" or certain
other tiny cleirhigs deep in the
Laotian bush.

. "Sometimes no one can tell
, whether a site is closed or

., open," says one of the pilots.
,."You get there and circle the:
.. place, looking for any suspi-

cious sign. If no one shoots,

.. and keep the engine running •' part of a complex corporate their "veteran" status is in
• until a friendly face shows, up."' organization, headed by 	 the. doulit. Pilots have 	 one. moved di-.1 executive. "They

Pacific Corp., with headquar•
ters in Washington, D.C. Its
president is George A. Doole •
Jr., 60, a large, amiable ex-
Pan American pilot who has a orationsalbeit in private cere-;
special sort of used-car sales-' monies—for their heroic per-1

I	 bo hi	 private organization.

	

Some no navigational aids. 	They face

Chinese coast.

dusters, Alaskan bush pilots, ' tens down the aircraft until
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man l augh' as he avoids an- formances while serving in the

rectly from the Air Force into 10 nours 'a clay over

charted mountains with almost
Into the

even been
service

given
 again. dee-

have slick landing strips, treacher-
ous approach winds, . rough
terrain, bad weather in the
rainy seasons, and blinding fog
In the dry seasons."

Mostly, however, the men
who run Air America play
down the drama, along with
the CIA connections.

"We operate on a • you-call-
we-haul basis," says the line's
general manager,in Vientiane,
James A. Cunningham Jr. "We
don't go into details. We don't
ask for credentials."

And wordlessly he gestures
toward a placard emblazoned
with Air America's 'motto:
"Anything, 'Anytime, Any-
where—Professionally."
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